RUSSELL SEEMS TO have gone up to Cambridge with the intention of studying philosophy for the second part of his Tripos. I Certainly none of his experiences as a mathematics student in the first part of his Tripos would have encouraged him to change this intention. The Mathematical Tripos in Russell's day was a relentless grind of examination coaching which bore little relation to contemporary mathematical research, and in which computational speed was more important than mathematical insight.
I was encouraged in my transition to philosophy by a certain disgust with mathematics, resulting from too much concentration and too much absorption in the sort of skill that is needed in examinations. The attempt to acquire examination technique had led me to think of mathematics as consisting of artful dodges and ingenious devices and as altogether too much like a crossword puzzle. ' It is not surprising, therefore, that even before his Mathematical Tripos was over Russell was already looking forward to changing to phi-I See Russell's letter to Alys Pearsall Smith, 14 March 1894, reporting a conversation he'd had with her brother-in-law, Frank Costelloe, before going up. 2 It is scathingly described by A.R. Forsyth, "Old Tripos Days at Cambridge", The Mathematical Gazelle, 19 (1935) Russell's teachers were concerned that his interest in philosophy would impair his performance in the mathematics exams: James Ward, whom I had consulted as to what I should read, sent for me and told me that a Wrangler is a Wrangler. From this instance of the law of identity he drew the inference that I had better read no more philosophy till after my mathematical Tripos, with the result that 1 did not do so badly in it as had been feared when he gave his advice.· It would seem that there had been some deterioration in Russell's mathematical work. But Russell attributed this, in retrospect, to an attack of influenza early in 1892 which impaired his capacity for working on either mathematics or philosophy (ibid. "Probably to Joachim's surprise," Russell recalled, "I proceeded to read the books on his list."12 However, in 1959 Russell remembered only two of the books on the list, both of which he described with fair accuracy: "one was Bradley's Logic which, he said, was good but hard; the other was Bosanquet's Logic which, he said, was better but harder"
Unfortunately it is difficult to date Joachim's letter precisely. The reference to Tuesday the 27th restricts it to May 1890, January 1891, October 1891, September 1892, December 1892 or June 1893-the only months between 1890 and 1893 in which the 27th fell on a Tuesday. Joachim's reference to the recent appearance of Burnet's Early Greek Philosophy, which was first published in May 1892, rules out all but the last three dates. Clearly December 1892 was too late to be playing tennis in England. This leaves September 1892 or June 1893. The latter date would be a natural time for Russell to turn his thoughts to a serious reading programme in philosophy. Early that June he had completed the Mathematical Tripos, and in July he was to start attending Sidgwick's course on ethics. The heavy bias in Joachim's recommendations towards history of philosophy, in which Russell specialized in the Moral Sciences Tripos, suggests that Russell sought Joachim's advice with the specific intention of preparing for his Tripos work. Nevertheless, this date (27 June 1893) cannot be squared with Russell's recollection that he started to read the books Joachim recommended "while I was still working at mathematics" .13 Elsewhere Russell implies that he started reading the books on Joachim's list before his influenza attack " [a] 
